Hearts Wide Open
A. Our Prayer
Heavenly Father, I open wide the door of my heart.
I am making space for others.
Whose life can I touch?
Whose pain can I relieve?
Whose hurt can I heal?
I will allow Your love to flow through me.
Lord, our hearts are open to You.
Our hearts are open to each other.
Our hearts are open to the world.
B. Purpose of the Series
1. Inspire the congregation to become more compassionate witnesses for the
Lord Jesus Christ.
2. Teach them to reach out beyond themselves and make others their priority.
3. Our part in this Great Awakening is to tell people about Jesus.
a. He redeemed us from the curse.
b. He delivered us from the Kingdom of Darkness.
c. He translated us into the Kingdom of God.
4. Tell them that every one of us is an ambassador for Christ.
5. Help them to open their hearts wider than ever to the world.
C. We Are Light in a Dark World
1. Matthew 5:13-16 (MSG) God is not a secret to be kept. We’re going public
with this—as public as a city on a hill. If I make you light bearers, you don’t
think I’m going to hide you under a bucket, do you? I’m putting you on a
lamp stand. Now that I’ve put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand—shine!
Keep open house. Be generous with your lives. By opening up to others,
you’ll prompt others to open up to God.
2. Philippians 2:13-16
a. Vs. 15 (MSG) God out into the world uncorrupted, a breath of fresh
air in this squalid and polluted society. Provide people with a glimpse
of good living and of the living God.
b. Vs. 15-16 (AMP) Among whom you are seen as bright lights, stars or
beacons shining out clearly in the dark world, holding out to it and
offering to all men the Word of Life.
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3. Ephesians 5:8 (AMP) For once you were darkness, but now you are light in
the Lord; walk as children of light—lead the lives of those native-born to the
light.
D. The Power of Influence
1. “Even the most introverted person influences 10,000 people in their lifetime.”
—John Maxwell, Developing the Leader Within You
2. What would happen if we strategically determined to influence people for Jesus?
3. Start with your circle of influence.
a. Where do you spend your time?
b. Who do you come in contact with?
c. Who flies into your air space?
4. We need to let our light shine.
a. You have a voice someone will listen to.
b. You have interests that others will identify with.
c. You have a personality that someone will be attracted to.
d. You have a heart that someone will connect with.
5. It will be an easy thing to do when your heart is wide open towards others.
E. Matthew 9:36 Seven Expressions of Compassion
1. Jesus was “moved with compassion” when He saw hurting people.
a. Compassion (GK)
i. A deep inner moving
ii. An eager yearning
iii. An overwhelming desire to meet the needs of others
2. Compassion was a demonstration of God’s love surging through Jesus’ wide
open heart.
3. Love (GK) AGAPE—a wide opening, a gaping hole
4. Seven Expressions of Compassion
a. Matthew 9:36-38 Prayer
i. Praying FOR people opens your heart TO people.
ii. The more you pray for people, the larger your heart becomes
iii. Luke 6:27-28 Pray for the tough ones.
b. Matthew 10:1, 5 Outreach
i. Jesus sent the disciples on a short-term mission trip
ii. Open hearts—from neighborhoods to nations
c. Matthew 14:14 Healing the Sick
i. Mark 16:18 They shall lay hands on the sick and they shall
recover.
ii. Healing is the dinner bell for the lost.
d. Matthew 15:32-37 Feeding the Poor
i. Jesus fed the multitude
ii. Jesus’ food outreach
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e. Mark 6:34 Teaching the Word
i. Matthew 9:35 Jesus went about all the cities and villages,
teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the
kingdom
ii. Romans 10:14 How shall they hear without a preacher?
f. Luke 7:11-15 Raising the Dead
i. Supernatural acts come from an open heart to others.
g. Luke 10:30-35 Giving
i. Jesus told about the Good Samaritan’s giving
ii. Vs. 35 (NLT) The next day he handed the innkeeper two silver
coins, telling him, “Take care of this man. If his bill runs
higher than this, I’ll pay you the next time I am here.”
5. Let’s open our hearts as wide as possible to the world around us and
demonstrate the compassion of Jesus.
F. Mark 1:40-42 The Touch of Compassion
1. Luke 5:12 He was “full of leprosy.”
a. He didn’t just have one lesion or a few white spots.
b. The Amplified Bible says he was “covered” with leprosy.
c. He was eaten up with the disease and was in the last stages of it’s
horrific effects on the human body.
2. No other disease can touch leprosy for mixing agony with horror.
3. In addition to the physical pain, the leper suffered the mental anguish and
heartbreak of being completely excluded from society.
a. He was banished from the fellowship of men.
b. He had to live alone outside the village.
c. He had to give a warning of “Unclean, unclean!”
d. He was considered to be cursed by God because he was being
punished for his terrible sins.
4. An author visited Mother Teresa as she worked among the untouchables of
Calcutta, India.
a. Within a few weeks, he “had seen enough blood and ooze to last a
lifetime.”
b. One day, Mother Teresa rescued a dying baby out of the gutter. He
was devastated by what he saw. He reached the breaking point.
c. Later that day, as he struggled with the image of that baby, Mother
Teresa asked, “But didn’t you see Jesus today?” His answer was “no.”
d. Mother Teresa then took his hand in hers and opened and closed his
five fingers. As she talked to him about Jesus, she spoke five words as
she unfolded each finger. “You—did—it—to—me.”
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e. Matthew 25:35-40 (NLT) For I was hungry and you fed me. I was
thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger, and you invited me
into your home. I was naked, and you gave me clothing. I was sick,
and you cared for me. I was in prison, and you visited me. Then these
righteous ones will reply, “Lord, when did we ever see you hungry and
feed you? Or thirsty and give you something to drink? Or a stranger
and show you hospitality? Or naked and give you clothing? When did
we ever see you sick or in prison, and visit you? And the King will
tell them, “I assure you, when you did it to one of least of these my
brothers and sisters, you—did—it—to—me.”
5. Jesus opened wide His heart to this rejected leper.
a. He did not drive away the man who had broken the law.
i. The leper had no right to speak to him.
ii. Compassion always trumps religion.
b. Jesus opened his heart, stretched out his hand and touched the
untouchable.
i. He touched the man who was considered, unclean.
ii. But to Jesus, he was not unclean—he was simply a man in need.
iii. And He healed him.
c. The list goes on.
i. Mark 5 The Madman of Gadara delivered
ii. Mark 5 The Woman with the Issue of Blood healed
iii. Luke 19 Zaccheus saved
v. John 4 The Woman at the Well transformed
vi. John 8 The Woman Caught in Adultery forgiven
d. Jesus touched the untouchable, loved the unlovable and embraced the
unacceptable.
G. The Heartbeat of God
1. God’s heart beats for people.
a. Job 7:17-18 (KJV) What is man, that you should magnify him? And
that you should set your heart upon him? And that you should visit
him every morning, and try him every moment?
b. James 1:18 (NLT) In His goodness, He chose to make us His own
children by giving us His true word. And we, out of all creation,
became His choice, prized possession.
2. God’s heart beats with the rhythm of people.
3. Mark 41-5 Jesus heart beat for the madman’s deliverance.
4. If people are the heartbeat of God, how much more should they be the
heartbeat of the church?
a. If people are His #1 priority, how much more should they be our
#1 priority?
b. If people are so precious to God, how much more precious should they
be to us?
5. It is easy to open your heart to people when you realize how precious they are
to God.
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H. Luke 15 The Gospel Within the Gospel
1. There is no chapter in the New Testament so well known and so dearly loved
as the fifteenth chapter of Luke.
a. It has been called “The Gospel Within the Gospel.”
b. It uncovers the very purpose of why Jesus came.
c. It reveals God’s heart for the lost.
2. Note the kind of people that came to Jesus.
a. Verse 1 (AMP) The tax collectors and notorious and especially wicked
sinners.
b. Sinners (GK) = Those stained with certain vices or crimes.
c. These people felt accepted and welcomed by Jesus.
3. The attitude of Scribes and Pharisees towards these people.
a. They built a barrier around themselves so they would not be defiled.
b. They were forbidden to:
i. Be the guest of such a person.
ii. Have them as a guest.
iii. Have any dealings whatsoever with them.
c. “When a man is one of the ‘People of the Land,’ entrust no money to
him, take no testimony from him, trust him with no secret, do not
appoint him guardian of an orphan, do not make him custodian of
charitable funds and do not accompany him on a journey.”
d. They would said, “There will be great joy in heaven over one sinner
who is obliterated before God.”
i. They looked to the sinner's destruction rather than to his
salvation.
ii. Ezekiel 33:11 As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no
pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn
from his way and live.
4. Verse 2 (AMP) And the Pharisees and the scribes kept muttering and
indignantly complaining, saying, This man accepts and receives and
welcomes [preeminently wicked] sinners and eats with them.
5. Because of what they were saying, Jesus told them three parables that
expressed God’s true heart for the lost.
I. Luke 15:3-7 The Lost Sheep Was Precious to the Shepherd
1. Pasture was scarce in Judea.
a. The narrow central plateau was only a few miles wide.
b. It was surrounded by plunging cliffs that dropped down into the desert.
c. There were no restraining walls for protection.
d. From time to time, sheep would wander.
2. The shepherd took full responsibility for the sheep.
a. The shepherd would risk his life for his sheep.
b. They were expert trackers and could follow the straying sheep’s
footprints for miles.
c. If a sheep had died, he was required to bring home the fleece to show
how it had died.
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3. Many of the flocks were communal that belonged to a village.
a. The shepherd who arrived home safely would bring news that another
shepherd was still out searching for a lost sheep.
b. The whole village would be on watch.
c. When they saw the shepherd returning with the sheep across his
shoulders, the whole community would shout for joy.
d. Verses 5-6 (AMP) And when he has found it, he lays it on his [own]
shoulders, rejoicing. And when he gets home, he summons together
[his] friends and [his] neighbors, saying to them, Rejoice with me,
because I have found my sheep which was lost.
4. A great Jewish scholar once admitted that Jesus introduced a new dimension
of God that the religious world had never considered.
a. That the God of Abraham actually searched for men.
b. The Pharisee might have agreed that if a man came crawling home to
God in self-abasement and prayed for pity, he might find it; but he
would never have been conceived of a God who actually went out to
search for sinners.
c. That is how precious the lost are to God—that He would actually
search for them.
5. Verse 7 (AMP) Thus I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one
[especially] wicked person who repents (changes his mind, abhorring his
errors and misdeeds, and determines to enter upon a better course of life) than
over ninety-nine righteous persons who have no need of repentance.
a. 1 Peter 2:25 For you were as sheep going astray: but are now returned
unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.
b. 2 Peter 3:9 He is not willing that any should perish, but that all should
come to repentance.
c. God’s heart beats for the lost.
d. God searches for the lost and welcomes them home.
IN THE SAME WAY THAT THE LOST SHEEP WAS PRECIOUS TO THE
SHEPHERD, THE LOST PERSON IS PRECIOUS TO GOD.
AND IF A LOST PERSON IS PRECIOUS TO GOD, HOW MUCH MORE
PRECIOUS SHOULD A LOST PERSON BE TO US.
J. Luke 15:8-10 The Lost Coin Was Valuable to the Woman
1. What would you do if you ever lost a wedding ring?
a. Headline reads, “New Zealand man finds wedding ring after 16
months of searching.”
b. A New Zealand man has been dubbed “the Lord of the Ring” after he
searched and found his wedding ring more than a year after it slipped
off his finger and sank to the sea floor of Wellington harbor.
c. The man had been married for just three months when he lost the
wedding ring while conducting an environmental sweep of the harbor.
d. He roughly marked the spot where the ring had flown from his finger,
but was unable to find it despite returning to the area many times.
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2.
3.

4.
5.

e. His wife offered to buy another ring, but he refused, pledging to find
the ring.
f. With new global satellite based coordinates and prayer, he finally
found the ring perfectly glowing at the bottom of the sea.
This was not just a quarter that the woman lost.
The mark of a married woman was a head-dress made of 10 silver coins
linked by a silver chain.
a. For years, a girl would scrape and save her 10 coins.
b. The head-dress was the equivalent of a wedding ring.
c. She was searching for this coin as if she were searching for her
wedding ring.
In the same way that the lost coin was precious to the woman, the lost person
is precious to God.
If a lost person is precious to God, how much more precious should a lost
person be to us.

K. “Hearts Wide Open” Testimony—Tables Turned on EMIC Member
Our daughter and granddaughter went all-night shopping together following
Thanksgiving. They had looked forward to the fun and fellowship. They
laughed, giggled and played all night.
Shortly before leaving the store to return home, our tired granddaughter
spoke sharply to her mother. My daughter, being tired as well, was hurt by the
comments and began to tear up.
As she walked down the isle, wiping away the tears, a woman came up to her and
asked if something was wrong. My daughter said, “no” and that she simply got
her feelings hurt. The woman then said, “May I pray for you?” My daughter said
“yes.” The woman laid hands on her and prayed God's peace over her life.
My daughter was so blessed—and felt such peace. But, when she opened her
eyes, the woman was gone.
The next day, my daughter told me that she wanted look around the store to find
the woman and ask if she attended EMIC.
She wanted to know if the woman had been listening to Pastor George’s “Hearts
Wide Open” series.
L. Ephesians 4:32-5:2 Tender Hearts
1. The woman saw our church member and was moved with compassion.
2. She was tenderhearted and sensitive to the needs of our church member.
3. (NLT) Be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as
God through Christ has forgiven you. Imitate God, therefore, in everything
you do, because you are his dear children. Live a life filled with love,
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following the example of Christ. He loved us and offered himself as a
sacrifice for us, a pleasing aroma to God.
a. (NIV) Be kind and compassionate to one another.
b. (The Original Aramaic New Testament in Plain English) Be sweet
one toward another and affectionate.
4. Tender-hearted (GK) = compassion
a. Gut-level compassion
b. Well compassioned
c. Loving with guts
d. The guts to love like Jesus.
5. The more you open your heart to others, the more tender-hearted and sensitive
you become to their needs.
M. Luke 10:25-37 (MSG) The Good Samaritan—A Tender Hearted Man
1. The road from Jerusalem to Jericho was notoriously dangerous.
a. In the fifth century, it was called, “The Red” or “The Bloody Way.”
b. By the 19th century, it was still necessary to pay safety money to the
local Sheiks before one could travel on it.
c. During the 1930’s, a famous travel writer was warned to get home
before dark if he intended to use the road.
i. Thieves were adept at holding up cars and robbing travelers
and tourists.
ii. They would escape to the hills before the police could arrive.
2. This happened constantly during the time of Jesus.
a. They were all familiar with the conditions.
b. They were all familiar with the situation.
c. Verse 30 There was a certain man. . . .
3. Verse 31 A Priest
a. (MSG) A priest was on his way down the same road, but when he saw
him he angled across to the other side.
b. Numbers 19:11 He that touches the dead body of any man shall be
unclean seven days.
c. He did not want to take a chance at loosing his turn of duty in the
Temple.
d. “He set the claims of ceremonial above those of charity. The Temple
and it’s liturgy meant more to him than the pain of man.” —William
Barclay
4. Verse 32 A Levite
a. (MSG) Then a Levite religious man showed up; he also avoided the
injured man.
b. Thieves would use someone pretending to be hurt as a decoy.
c. The Levite’s motto was “safety first”—took no risk to help.
5. Verse 33 A Samaritan
a. The Jews had no dealings with the Samaritans at all.
i. They were despised and hated by the Jews.
ii. The name was used to describe a heretic and a breaker of
ceremonial law.
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b. John 8:48 (NIV) The Jews answered Jesus and said, “Aren’t we right
in saying that you are a Samaritan and demon-possessed?"
c. Verses 33-35 (MSG) When he saw the man's condition, his heart went
out to him. He gave him first aid, disinfecting and bandaging his
wounds. Then he lifted him onto his donkey, led him to an inn, and
made him comfortable. In the morning he took out two silver coins
(two days wages) and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take good
care of him. If it costs any more, put it on my bill. I’ll pay you on my
way back.’
d. Verses 36-37 (MSG) “What do you think? Which of the three
became a neighbor to the man attacked by robbers?” “The one who
treated him kindly,” the religion scholar responded. Jesus said, “Go
and do the same.”
N. How Many People Can Fit into a Phone Booth?
1. A fad that began in the late 1950’s.
2. It started with in South Africa and made its way around the world.
3. The challenge was to see how many people could fit into a phone booth.
4. Recent article entitled, “1959 Phone Booth Packing Record Stands”
Moraga, California—March 26, 2009
Students at a California college have failed to break a 50-year-old record for
the number of people that can be stuffed into a phone booth.
The new attempt was made Wednesday at St. Mary’s College in Moraga,
which happened to be the 50th anniversary of the day a photographer snapped
a picture on campus of 22 students stuffed into a single booth.
Joe Munroe got the picture into Life magazine, which later selected it as one
of its photos of the century.
Some alumni, veterans of the 1959 record, watched as present-day students
made several tries at duplicating their feat.
Ray Motta, one of the veterans, appeared to be cheering the students on.
“See how they’ve got all the small ones now? They could break it,” he said.
Henry Darmstadt suggested that the packing technique was faulty.
“See that big guy? He shouldn't be on the bottom,” he said.
5. If you can fit 22 people in a phone booth, how many people can you fit in
your heart?
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O. Philippians 1:1-8 How Many People Could Paul Fit in Paul’s Heart?
1. The Letter to the Philippians was the happiest letter Paul wrote.
a. He was joyful in spite of being in prison.
b. He had a very special and deep relationship with them.
c. There were a lot of people in that church.
2. Verse 7 They were in his heart.
a. (GK) I am holding you in my heart.
b. (NLT) You have a special place in my heart.
c. (The Original Aramaic New Testament in Plain English) You have
been placed in my heart.
d. (AMP) You have me in your heart and I hold you in my heart as
partakers and sharers all with me of grace.
3. Philippians 1:19-26 His love ran so deep for them that he chose to stay rather
than to go on to heaven.
4. Philippians 4:3 He called them “True Yokefellow” and “Fellow Laborers”
a. Yokefellow (GK) = refers to the joining together of a husband and wife.
b. Genuine partners
c. Loyal colleagues
d. Close companions
5. Paul’s capacity to receive others in his heart increased as he opened his heart
to others.
a. Paul carried people and churches as a mother would carry a baby.
P. Paul Carried The Churches in His Heart
1. To the church at Rome, he wrote, “First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ
for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the World (Romans 1:8).
a. Read Chapter 13 and discover specific people who were in his heart.
2. To the church at Corinth, he wrote, “There is no lack of room for you in our
hearts, but you lack room in your own affections for us. Do this for me—open
wide your hearts also to us.”
a. 2 Corinthians 7:3 (AMP) You are nested in our hearts.
b. 2 Corinthians 12:15 (NLT) I will gladly spend myself and all I have
for you, even though it seems that the more I love you, the less you
love me.
3. To the church at Galatia, he wrote, “Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with your spirit” (Galatians 6:18).
4. To the church at Ephesus, he wrote, “To bring you up to date, Tychicus will
give you a full report about what I am doing and how I am getting along. He
is a beloved brother and faithful helper in the Lords work. I have sent him to
you for this very purpose—to let you know how we are doing and to
encourage you” (Ephesians 6:21-22).
a. (KJV) That he might comfort your hearts
5. To the church at Colosse, he wrote, “We give thanks to God and the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you. Since we heard of your faith in
Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints” (Colossians 1:3-4).
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6. To the church at Thessalonica, he wrote, “So being affectionately desirous of
you, we were willing to have imparted unto you, not the gospel of God only,
but also our own souls, because ye were dear unto us” (1 Thessalonians 2:8).
7. To Timothy, he wrote, “Unto Timothy, my own son in the faith” (1 Timothy 1:2).
8. To Titus, he wrote, “To Titus, my own son after the faith” (Titus 1:4).
9. To the Hebrews, he wrote, “Pray that I will be able to come back to you soon”
(Hebrews 13:19, NLT).
Q. How Many People Can Fit in Our Hearts?
1. 124,000 people live within 10 miles of EMIC.
2. 29%—or 35,000—are presently not in a church.
3. An average of 17% of the families within 25 miles are dealing with
a. Abusive relationships.
b. Alcohol and drug abuse.
c. Teen/child problems
4. Our area exceeds the national average of households with divorce and
marriage problems.
5. 480,000 people within 25 miles are living below the poverty line.
THE MORE WE OPEN WIDE OUR HEARTS TO PEOPLE,
THE MORE PEOPLE WILL BE ABLE TO FIT INTO OUR HEARTS.
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